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I wrote this story for my son Joshua who was then almost 4, as we were about to move from Washington, DC, to a new home in Friday Harbor, Washington.  We have since moved away from Friday Harbor, to Camden, Maine.  The story is set on San Juan Island, Wash., and in the area where we built our house, Hannah Heights.  The story has been shortened (see “ellipses ….”) for space purposes.

Begin:  Joshua Meets Puff, A Tale of Hannah Lee

Once upon a time, not far into the future, a boy named Joshua sailed to a magical island called San Juan. Joshua had arrived in a lovely town where every day was Friday, so it was called Friday Harbor.

On the trip across the island, Joshua could see beautiful snow-capped peaks and passed a farmer tilling his fields.  Nearby, he saw a well and next to it a picnic basket and mandolin (…).  But most wondrous of all was the little bearded man in the red hat who stopped to talk to Joshua.  Joshua didn’t know it then, but the little gnome (for that is what he was) had magical powers.

The little bearded man told Joshua he was about to embark on a journey and offered him the jug, to fill with water at the well, the picnic basket, and the mandolin to learn how to play.  Joshua thanked the little gnome for being so kind, and went along his way.

…

As the sun rose in the sky, Joshua moved westward. Before long, Joshua arrived at the water’s edge, in a land called Hannah Lee.

As Joshua sat by the sea, a friendly whale named Hannah came by and said hello to him, and told him that he would receive a special visit from a magical friend, Puff. … Joshua took out his mandolin and began to learn how to play it.  As he strummed, a dragon swam towards the shore. … As the baby dragon got out of the water, his fins turned green! Not many people know that dragons, like chameleons, can change colors.  When they are happy, they turn pink and purple.  When they are a bit scared, they turn green, and when they are sad turn blue or gray.  …

….the baby dragon, now happy and pink, said “Hi! I’m Puff and I’m a dragon. Will you be my friend?” And with that, Puff walked onto the grass and sat down next to Joshua.

…

Joshua and Puff became the best of friends, and played by the shore and went on sailing trips together.  Joshua sailed in his ship and Puff swam along side, and they had great adventures.  But those are new stories, and this is THE END.

